Moses Must Stay - a right to be gay

Moses must stay

¢/o P.O. Box 153
Manchester

M60 1LP

07816 992218
moseslgb@yahoo.co.uk

Hello

My name is Moses Kayiza. I am a 27-year-old gay asylum seeker from Uganda. I fled from
Uganda in May, after the police arrested, tortured and sexually abused me because of my
sexuality. The authorities in England don't seem to understand how bad the situation is for gay
people in Uganda, and at the moment my application for asylum has been refused. I love my
country, but I need to stay here to be safe.

I am having a meeting on Tuesday the 22nd of March, at 7.30pm, at the Lesbian and Gay
Foundation in Manchester. If you or other people in your organisation would like to find out
more about my situation, or help with my campaign, please come along. We will be holding
meetings on the second Tuesday of every month from now on.

I have put in a copy of a model letter for my campaign. This has more information about my
situation in it. I would be very grateful if you could ask people to sign these letters and the
petitions, and return them to me, It is important that they don't go directly to the Home office,
so I can hand them all in together.

I have also enclosed some flyers for the LGB section of the Manchester European Day of Action
March. It starts at 12.30pm, at the 'Beacon of Hope' in Sackville Park near Canal Street,

Manchester, on Saturday 2nd of April. It would be great if people could come and march in
solidarity with me.

Thank you in advance for your help.

Yours faithfully,

Moses Kayiza



Dear Des Browne, Immigration Minister
Re: Moses Kayiza HO ref A1227946

Moses Kayiza is a gay asylum seeker who fled Uganda in May 2004. According to the law, religion
and culture in Uganda, homosexuality is strongly criminalised. The official maximum penalty is life
imprisonment.

Moses lived in secret for a number of years as a young gay man. In 2003 the pressure from Moses
family and tradition mounted and he succumbed to an arranged marriage. After 13 months of
marriage and a period of separation, Moses’ wife returned to their family home and found Moses with
his long-term male partner. Moses’ wife reported him to the police, and on the basis of evidence
gathered, the police subsequently arrested Moses. As is not uncommon in Uganda, whilst in custody
Moses was tortured and sexually abused for 7 days by the security forces until his escape.

In the Adjudicator's Determination of Moses case, he stated that. “If, as the appellant says,
homosexuality is illegal and persecuted in Uganda | find it unlikely that on 4 nights in a police station
police officers would indulge in it.” He went on to say that “The objective material shows that
homosexuality is still criminalised in Uganda. However it does appear that little if anything is actually
done to enforce the law.... | notice certain Ministers have made anti gay remarks, but that president
Museveni is quoted as saying ‘that if gays did it quietly that they were free to live out their sexual
orientation in Uganda’. This is born out by the appellant’s concession that his sexuality caused him
no problems before the incident.” '

The United Nations state that sexual violence is a strategic weapon of war, not just a random act.
Moses arrest and torture in prison is not unusual in Uganda. Since the President’s comment in 1999,
the Minister for Ethics and Integrity Miria Matembe has ordered the police to arrest and prosecute
homosexuals, adding that she will fight gays until they are wiped out of the country. Amnesty
International has documented cases of homosexuals being tortured in Uganda, and Moses own
medical evidence supports his own experience of torture.

Moses is not in a position go back into the closet if he were forced to return to Uganda. He has
previously been arrested and tortured, and the police continue to hold evidence of his homosexuality
including a photo of him and his partner. Moses’ wife’s father used to be the official in charge of
police matters at the Ministry of Justice, and was responsible for the original police involvement — he
is likely to use his influence in the security forces again if Moses returns.

Since coming to the UK Moses has settled in the Manchester area, and made many friends in the
local gay community. He is an active volunteer with Manchester Refugee Action and the George
House Trust, alongside pursuing his studies. The pressure of his asylum case and fear of being
returned to Uganda, on top of the psychological pressure from his experiences of torture, lead to him

being hospitalised under section 2 of the Mental Health Act. He was in hospital during the period
when he could have logged an appeal to tribunal.

We appeal to you to take account of Moses circumstances and grant him leave to remain in the UK.
Yours sincerely,
Name

Address

Please return to: Moses must stay c/o P.O. Box 153, Manchester , M60 1LP. or email: mosesigb@yahoo.co.uk.
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